
RESOLUTION NUMBER 36  

HONORING OZELLAR HICKS   

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

passing of Ozellar Hicks, a pillar in our community; and  

WHEREAS, Ozellar Hicks was born September 15, 1922 in Scott Mississippi to Tom and Marrella Ervin who 

preceded her in death and was the youngest of three children; and   

WHEREAS, she declared her hope in Christ at the early age of 11, under the leadership of late Rev. Alexander 

of the Neutron Chapel M.B. Church in Benoit, Mississippi where she also received her education; and   

WHEREAS, in 1953 Ozellar was united in holy matrimony to Elvin Hicks and with Elvin had two daughters 

Jane Caffey and Octavia Frazier Thornton and one son Lawrence Clarence (LC) Ervin who preceded her in 

death; and   

WHEREAS, she spent a vast majority of her earlier years in Mississippi as a sharecropper.  In 1964 Ozellar 

decided to join the rest of her family in St. Louis, Mo. where she became a private domestic worker and later 

gained employment at the Sheraton Hotel where she worked until she retired in 1983; and   

WHEREAS, Ozellar’s zeal for Christ and willingness to serve the lord led her to various churches through the 

years.  She first became a member of the New Paradise Baptist Church under the leadership of her brother in 

law, Sidney Frazier, serving diligently on the usher board for many years.  She later moved her membership to 

the Zion M.B. Church under the leadership of the later Rev. Sylvester L. Thompson.  In 1972 she united with 

the New St. Peters Rock B.C. under the leadership of the late Rev. R.J. Dixon where she also served as an 

usher; and   

WHEREAS, in 1987, she found her final church home, Union Mission Missionary Baptist Church under the 

leadership of the great Rev. Dr. Calvin Jones.  She loved her church and loved her pastor even more.  There 

were times when she thought he was her own personal pastor and didn’t want to share.  When he would come to 

see her or do a service at Oakwood, that was the highlight of her day.  All she would talk about was bald headed 

Jones; and   

WHEREAS, she was a faithful member.  She served as the president of the usher board, she faithfully attended 

Sunday school and served as the chaplain of the mission ministry.  She served until here health failed and she 

could no longer serve.  However, her health did not stop her she remained faithful to union eve while at 

Oakwood.  She attended worship services every 1st Wednesday, that’s when her church and pastor came; and    

WHEREAS, she loved her family and nothing was more important than family to her.  Ozellar departed this 

life on Wednesday, May 27, 6pm at Green Park Nursing Home.  She leaves to cherish her twoDdaughters Jane 

Caffey and Octavia Thornton; nine Grandchildren Octavia (James), Lawrence Cooks, Anthony Ervin (Debbie), 

Donell Ervin (Linda), Juanita Caffey, Nicole Caffey, Kim Caffey, Randy Thornton (Kim) and Shante Thornton; 

twenty Great-Grandchildren; twelve Great-Great Grandchildren; one nephew Roy Jones (Jeanette); two Great 

Nieces, one Great-Nephew, one Great-Great Niece; one first cousin Virginia Jones of Benoit, Mississippi; a 

God Daughter Brenda Jones; and a host of other family and friends.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLOVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause 

in our deliberations to acknowledge the passing of one of our community pillars and by adoption of this 

Resolution wish to join in with those celebrating her life and direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of 

this resolution across the proceedings of this Board  and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it 

might be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by its sponsor.  

 



Introduced this 18th day of September, 2020 by: 

The Honorable Pamela Boyd, Alderman 27th Ward 

 

Adopted this 18th day of September, 2020 as attested by: 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 

 

 

 


